
EMERGENCY..........................................911
Fort Wayne Police (Desk Sargent).................427-1222
Allen County Sheriff......................................449-7661
New Haven Police..........................................493-1517
Indiana State Police........................................432-8661

211 First Call for Help.............................................211

Free Legal Line (every Tuesday 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.)...................................423-2358
Allen County Small Claims                          
(Protective Orders).........................................449-7130

YWCA Women’s Shelter 
& Outreach Services.......................................447-7233
Second Chances..............................................426-3120
Center for Nonviolence..................................456-4122
Vincent House................................................456-4172
Hope Alive.....................................................420-6100
Fort Wayne Housing Authority......................449-7800

ON THE WEB

Self Service Legal Center......www. accessindiana.org

Address Confidentiality Program..............www.in.gov

Indiana Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence............www.violenceresource.org

Allen County 
Prosecuting Attorney’s Office

Karen E. Richards
Prosecuting Attorney

602 South Calhoun Street
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802

Criminal Divison
(260) 449-7641

Child Support Divison
(260) 449-7136

On the Web
www.acpao.org

   This Brochure is supported by funds  
     awarded to the Allen County          

Prosecuting Attorney’s Office by the   
    STOP Violence Against Women
Formula Grant of the Indiana
Criminal Justice Institute Victim
Services Division 03ST073.

The Victim Services Division of the
Indiana Criminal Justice Institute
provides a variety of programs
geared toward helping victims and
those who assist them.  The division
also awards grants to local
programs that provide assistance
to victims. 
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THE OFFICE OF THE 
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

     In addition to representing the State of
Indiana, our office strives to serve the
citizens of Allen County, to protect their
rights, to represent victims with compassion
for strong and consistent prosecution of
violent criminals, and to vigorously
prosecute those who prey on crime victims.

Your safety is the most important
thing.  Included, we have provided you a
guide that can help you make a safety plan. 
LEAVING YOUR BATTERER IS THE MOST
DANGEROUS TIME.  Review your safety plan
as often as necessary so you know the safest
way to leave.

GETTING READY TO
LEAVE

‚ Know where you can get help;
tell someone what is happening
to you.

‚ Plan with your children and
identify a safe place for them
(for example, a room in the home
with a lock or a neighbor’s home).
Reassure them that their job is
to stay safe, not to protect you.

‚ Try to set money aside or ask
friends or family to hold money
for you.

‚ Gather important documents,
make extra keys, pack clothing
and regularly needed medicines,
make a list of important phone
numbers such as relatives,
doctors, schools, advocacy
programs, etc.

 
‚ Familiarize yourself with

information regarding Protective
Orders.

LEAVING THE ABUSIVE
RELATIONSHIP

‚ Identify your partner’s use and
level of force so that you can
assess danger to you before it
occurs.

‚ Identify safe areas of the house
which have a door or window
where there are always ways to
escape, if an argument occurs,
try to move into those areas.

‚ If possible, have a phone
accessible at all times and know
the numbers for help–do not be
afraid to call police.

‚ Devise a “code word” with your
children or neighbors so you can
communicate to them that you
need help or to leave the house.

AFTER LEAVING THE
ABUSIVE RELATIONSHIP

 
‚ Contact local shelters for

continued advocacy assistance.

‚ You may obtain an Ex Parte Order
of Protection through the Allen
County Small Claims located at
113 West Berry Street-
Courthouse Annex Building
between 8:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m. &
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  There are
no fee’s associated with this
action.

‚ Alert your employer, school
authorities, daycare providers,
and neighbors of the situation.

‚ Consider renting a post office
box or Learn more about the
attorney general “Address
Confidentiality Program”.

PREPARE 
FOR THE FUTURE

T Keep a journal of all violent
incidents, events, threats, and
noting dates.

T Advance your career and ability
to work by completing school,
taking courses, or learning a new
skill.

T Consider obtaining a 911 cell
phone to keep with you at all
times.  You may find additional
information by contacting the
local women’s shelter. 

T If your abuser has moved out,
change the locks on your doors
& windows and/or add additional
outside lighting.

T Change your phone number,
screen your calls if you have an
answering machine or caller ID. 
Contact your local phone
company about getting an
unpublished number.

T Get legal advice to explore
custody, visitation, and divorce
provisions that protect you and
your children.

T Take a self defense course.

T Change your regular traveling
habits to work and/or school.

T If you travel to another State
for work or to get away from
your abuser, take your protective
order with you; it is valid
everywhere.


